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family retailed me, as a matter of course, every ill-natured word which you uttered. Lastly, you advertised your magazine for sale without saying a word to me ahout it. I felt no anger at what you did — none in the world. Had I not firmly believed it your design to give up your journal, with a view of attending to the Theatre, I should never have dreamed of attempting one of my own. The opportunity of doing something for myself seemed a good one — (and I was ahout to he thrown out of busi-nesa) — and I embraced it. Now I ask you, as a man of honor and as a man of sense — what is there wrong in all this ? "What have I done at which you have any right to take offence ? I can give you no definitive answer (respecting the continuation of Rodman's Journal) until I hear from you again. The charge of $100 I shall not admit for an instant. If you persist in ifc our intercourse is at an end, and we can each adopt our own measures.
In the meantime, I am,
Yr. Obt. St.,
EDGAR A. PoE.1 WM. E. BURTON, ESQ,
This letter seems meant to be conciliatory, but if the savagenesa of Poe's characterization of his old chief, already given, is any sign, it failed of its purpose. - Burton suppressed six or seven criticisms still on hand, and wrote and spoke hard words about his former associate. Nor did Poe lag much behind in returning ill-will. Six months later he wrote to Snodgrass: —
1 Poe to Burton, Ingram, i. 175-179.at once when you come to look at your accounts.
